Somerset Levels & Moors – Local Action

Grants Applications

Frequently Asked Questions

How much money can I apply for?

We operate two grants. You can apply to the main fund for amounts over £1,000 for your project. There is no upper limit for costs but we expect that most applications will be for amounts between £1,000 and £40,000. Local match funding to support the projects is very important and the staff team can help applicants to find suitable sources of match-funding. Obviously, the more that is applied for, the more the project will be doing.

The second grant is for small businesses only and is for amounts from us between £1,000 and £5,000. The business applying will need to put in at least 50% cash as well to the total project cost.

How do I apply?

Most importantly you should talk to the Local Action Manager before doing anything else, who can help you through the process and also let you know if your project is likely to be eligible for this funding.

For the business grants, there is just one application form as the grants available are for small amounts of money.

For the main grant, there are two forms to complete. The first is the Expression of Interest, which applicants will need to complete and send in. This tells us whether your project is eligible and is the type of project we will fund – it also helps us to help you in the next stage.

If you get the go ahead, you will be asked to complete a more detailed form and submit some additional information – this along with the Expression of Interest form makes up your application to Local Action.

Who can apply?

The Small Business grants are specifically aimed at small businesses only, i.e. businesses with a turnover less than £2.6 million per year and with 10 or fewer employees.

The main grants are available to groups, community partnerships, town or parish councils, organisations or businesses, statutory agencies and the voluntary sector. They are not however available to individuals as all projects should be for the benefit of more than one person. If in doubt, talk to the programme manager for more information.

How long will the application take?

A decision about the small business grant or Expression of Interest for the main fund will be given within 6 weeks of receipt. This is because the group that appraises applications meets every five weeks or so.

Once the second part of the main application is submitted, allow another 6 weeks for a final decision for the same reason.

Putting a good project together takes time and it is important for us to be able to have as much information as possible in order to make an informed decision.

When will I know if I have been successful?

If your project is approved, you will be sent a contract by the Programme Manager. You will need to sign this and return it before you start any aspect of your project or start spending money you intend to claim back.

If your project is not approved, either because more information is required or because it has been declined, you will be contacted by the Programme Manager with feedback.

What type of projects will you be funding?

We are specifically looking for projects that will fit under one or more of the six local themes and that will achieve one or more of the published targets for the programme – these are listed in the main information leaflet.

Examples of activities for projects might include:

· Promotion and publicity

· Training and seminars

· Walking, cycling and alternative transport

· Labour costs and consultancy

· Setting up new networks / co-ops

· Feasibility studies and local research

· Equipment

· Small scale use of renewable technologies

Improving access to local services

This list contains some examples only and is not by any means exhaustive of what might be funded.

What projects will not be supported?

Local Action is all about projects that will help and benefit the Levels & Moors overall, ideally into the future. Because the amount of funding available for such a large area is quite small, it is important that projects give good value for money. This list also gives some examples of what we will not be funding:
· Current activities (all projects should be new)

· Putting the competition ‘out of business’

· Meeting statutory or legislative requirements

· Large capital projects

If my application is unsuccessful, can I apply again?

You are able to re-submit your application if you feel it would be eligible after some modifications. Feedback will be given to you about why your project was not successful and you should take this into account when considering a re-submission. It may be that you are applying for activities that do not fit within the programme (such as social care or agricultural development), we cannot fund (like large capital projects) or that do not comply with State Aids laws for example. If this is the case, it will be made clear in the feedback that re-submission will not be recommended.

Do I need to have match funding in place?

In an ideal world, you will have your match funding secured and in place before applying to us. In reality this is very unlikely, so we would be happy to give an agreement ‘in principle’ based on your full application if it helps to get other match funding secured. We will be checking and verifying all sources of match funding that contribute to the costs of running your project.

Where can I find out more information?

You can talk to the Local Action Manager as the first contact and at any point during the application or when your project has started.

Dominie Dunbrook

Levels & Moors Local Action Scheme Manager

Old Kelways

Somerton Road

Langport

TA10 9YE

01458 257463

ddunbrook@somerset.gov.uk
