Rural Development Programme for England 
Support for Farmers and Land-based Businesses
The Rural Development Programme for England (RDPE) is funded jointly by the EU and Defra and runs until 2013.  RDPE provides a broad spectrum of funding opportunities through environmental stewardship schemes, capital grants and advisory services and aims to support sustainable farming, forestry and food sectors whilst also bringing wider benefits to the economy, the environment and rural communities.  Details of all of the RDPE funding streams can be found at www.sw-ruralgateway.info
Many farm businesses will benefit from RDPE funding through environmental stewardship schemes such as Entry Level Stewardship (ELS), Organic-Entry Level Stewardship (OELS) and Higher Level Stewardship (HLS).  All of these schemes are administered by Natural England.

Capital Grants

Farmers and Land-based businesses also have the opportunity to use RDPE funding for Capital projects around the themes of:

Farm Diversification – this is anything that can bring a non-farming income in to the business such as establishing or improving a farm shop, the generation and sale of renewable energy, conversion of redundant buildings to another economic use.

Adding Value – projects under the adding value heading will generally improve the processing and/or marketing of primary agricultural products and could involve the introduction of new machinery or techniques, development of new product lines or improving existing products. 

General guidelines for the Capital Grants:

Most grants will be no more than 50% of the full costs of the project.  

If a project requires planning permission, this must be in place before an application is made.

In general, applications for the provision of tourist accommodation will not be considered.

Grants cannot be given for activities that have already taken place. You must receive written approval for your project before starting work on it.

Agricultural Resource Management (ARM) Grants

Through the ARM programme, farmers can get expert advice on improving efficiency under the themes of Soils for Profit (S4P) and Resource Efficiency for Farms (R4F).  Once ARM advice has been given, farmers can receive grant support towards putting the advisors recommendations into practice.

For more details about RDPE, including information on projects already supported, please visit www.sw-ruralgateway.info and explore the site.

How to access RDPE funding

The route into RDPE funding is through the Rural Enterprise Gateway (REG).  REG will be able to offer guidance on project eligibility and may be able to suggest further ways that your business could benefit from the other RDPE funding elements as well as any other business support on offer.  REG can be reached on:  

Web:
http://www.regsw.org.uk/
Email:
reg@blpeninsula.co.uk
Tel:
0845 600 9966

Further help is available in Somerset through the County Project Development Service.  This service will help eligible applicants to complete and submit full applications to the RDPE Programme.

For more information on RDPE funding opportunities for Farmers and Land-based businesses in Somerset and the West of England, or to discuss a project please contact Alex Stevens on:

Alex Stevens

County Project Development Service – Somerset

Somerset County Council

A Block - A2

County Hall

TA1 4DY

t. 01823 357081

e. AStevens@somerset.gov.uk
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